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AMEMBASSY TOKYO 

CONFIDENTIAL SEOUL 7650 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ETRD EPAP KS 

SUB J : COLOR TV CONSULTATIONS 

REF: SEOUL 7458 

1 . (BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED) ENGLISH LANGUAGE KOREA TIMES CARRIED 
REPORT AUGUST 29, 1978, THAT ROKG IS CONSIDERING PUTTING 
COLOR TV SETS ON THE DOMESTIC MARKET BEGINNING SECOND HALF 
1979. ACTION ALLEGED TO BE TAKEN IN RESPONSE TO USG PRESSURE. 

ROKG REPORTEDLY IS CONCERNED THAT INITIATING COLOR TV BROAD- 
CASTING WOULD TOUCH OFF A SCRAMBLE FOR RECEIVERS AND SERIOUS 
SUPPLY SHORTAGE. (END UNCLASSIFIED) 

2. (BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL) EMBOFF CONTACTED LOW LEVEL MCI 
OFFICIAL PRESENT AT STR MEETINGS WHO STATED THAT THE ARTICLE 
HAS NO BASIS IN FACT BUT PROBABLY AROSE FROM THE IMAGINATION 
OF THE REPORTER. IN BACKGROUNDING PRESS, ASSISTANT MINISTER 
PARK PIL SOO HAD MENTIONED THAT LANDE HAD RAISED QUESTION 
OF TIMING OF INTRODUCTION OF DOMESTIC TV BROADCASTING. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 SEOUL 07650 290835Z 

3. OFFICIAL RECALLED THAT PARK HAD REPLIED TO LANDE THAT 
INTRODUCTION OF COLOR TV IS A "POLITICAL QUESTION." HE 
SAID THAT AS FAR AS MCI IS CONCERNED, PRESIDENT PARKS 
DECISION THAT ECONOMIC CIRCUMSTANCES ARE NOT SUFFICIENTLY 
ADVANCED TO PERMIT COLOR TV WILL STAND UNTIL LATTER 
RESCINDS IT. 
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